For purposes of obtaining an injunction, Florida
law protects victims of Domestic Violence, Dat-
ing Violence, Sexual Violence and Stalking, and
defines them as follows:

« Domestic violence includes any assault,
battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, stalk-
ing, kidnapping or any other crime result-
ing in a physical injury caused by a spouse,
former spouse, person related by blood or
marriage, person who you are living together
with as a family or have lived with as a fam-
ily, or person with whom you have a child in
common.

« Dating Violence is violence between indi-
viduals who have or have had a continuing
and significant relationship of a romantic or
intimate nature. The relationship must have
existed within the past six months.

» Sexual Violence includes any one incident
of sexual battery, a lewd or lascivious act
committed on or in the presence of a person
under 16 years of age, luring or enticing a
child, or any other forcible felony where a
sexual act is committed or attempted.

« Stalking means the repeated following,
harassment, or cyberstalking of one person
by another. Cyberstalk means to engage in
a course of conduct to communicate, or
to cause to be communicated words, im-
ages, or language by or through the use of
electronic mail or electronic communica-
tion, directed at a specific person and caus-
ing substantial emotional distress to that
person and serving no legitimate purpose.

If you are a survivor, you can also receive .I. I
free, confidential legal advice from the

Florida Legal Services, Inc. Domestic Vio-
lence Legal Hotline.

Lawyers are available Monday-Friday from
8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Florida Domestic Violence Hotline
Call or Chat 1-800-500-1119
1-800-621-4202 (TDD)
Florida Relay 711

You will be transferred to a lawyer who will
answer your questions and provide you with
free legal advice on injunctions, family law,
immigration, housing, public benefits and
other matters, and make referrals to other
services to help you.

Free translation and interpretation
services are available.

FavorHouse
Injunction for Protection Attorneys '
Lindsay McDonald (850} 982-0108 Santa Rosa 'ﬂ_—-
James Etheridge {850) 982-0553 Escambia
Lori Prettyman (850) 982-0719 Escambia
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HAVE YOU SUFFERED INJURY IN YOUR
HOME OR ELSEWHERE CAUSED BY A
SPOUSE, SOMEONE YOU DATED, OR
SOMEONE YOU WERE ONCE IN A
RELATIONSHIP WITH?

ARE YOU BEING FOLLOWED OR ARE YOU
RECEIVING UNWANTED AND HARASSING
TEXTS, EMAILS OR PHONE CALLS, AND ARE
THOSE ACTIONS UPSETTING YOU?

ARE YOU LIVING IN FEAR OF BEING
INJURED, SEXUALLY ASSAULTED, OR
THREATENED IN THE FUTURE?

If the answer to any of these questions is
“yes” then you are a survivor and may be
experiencing one or more of the following
acts against you:

« Domestic Violence

» Dating Violence

» Sexual Violence

» Stalking

fOR YOUR PROTECTION

The Civil Injunction for Protection Project
attorneys provide free legal services that
include:

» Meeting with survivors to determine
whether filing an injunction is safe and
appropriate

» Completing and filing petitions for in-
junctions for protection

 Representation at the temporary and
final injunction hearing

» Representation at injunction violation
hearings

» Representation at a hearing to modify or
extend an injunction

» Representation at a hearing where an
abuser is attempting to dissolve or dis-
miss the injunction

Your conversations with Injunction for Pro-
tection Project attorneys and/or certi-
fied domestic violence center staff will be
confidential and private.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

An injunction is a court order that can give
you legal protection from the person who is
abusing you. It may include an order that:

» Commands the abuser to stay away from
and have no contact with you.

» Awards you temporary exclusive use of
the house you both share.

« Prevents the abuser from entering your
home, school or place of employment.

« Awards you temporary custody of your
minor children.

« Requires the abuser to pay temporary

support to you and your minor children if

the abuser is the parent.

ITIS UPTO YOU

HELP IS AVAILABLE BY CALLING:

FLORIDA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
CALL OR CHAT 1-800-500-1119
1-800-621-4202 (TDD)
FLORIDA RELAY 711

You will receive information about the Flori-
da certified domestic violence centers that
may be able to refer you to Florida licensed
attorneys to help you for free if you are eli-
gible for an injunction for protection.

If you are eligible and you decide to seek
a civil injunction for protection, the Injunc-
tion for Protection Project Attorney will go
to court and represent you for free. You
also have the right to hire an attorney of
your choice to represent you when seek-
ing an injunction for protection, or you can
file for an injunction without the help of an
attorney. You do not have to use an Injunction
for Protection Project Attorney to obtain an
injunction for protection.




